Preface





	In 1996, the Naval Historical Center published Malcolm Muir’s Black Shoes and Blue Water: Surface Warfare in the United States Navy, 1945-1975. In preparing this significant monograph concerning the evolution of the surface navy during the first three decades of the Cold War, Mr. Muir wisely chose to interview retired Vice Admiral James H. Doyle, Jr.*  In selecting Doyle as an interview subject, Muir focused on his tenure as the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Surface Warfare (Op-03), a post Doyle served in for a nearly unprecedented five years from 1975 through 1980. Doyle’s tenure as Op-03 is most significant in the history of the Navy that would evolve through the end of the Cold War. Ship programs and weapons systems that form a core of the present fleet’s combat capability, such as Aegis, Tomahawk, and LAMPS III, were nurtured and brought forth under Doyle’s able leadership.





	However,  Doyle’s career is significant for reasons well beyond his tenure as Op-03. Graduating from the Naval Academy in 1946, the future Vice Admiral spent a majority of the first twenty-five years at sea, assuming greater responsibilities in a variety of mine warfare and combatant vessels, culminating with a four year command of the nuclear-powered cruiser USS Bainbridge. Because Bainbridge was Doyle’s most cherished command, he dedicates a good portion of his narrative to this tour, providing invaluable insights to the challenges of command and operating a ship under Admiral Hyman G. Rickover’s superb nuclear-power organization. 





	Not only did Doyle follow in his father’s footsteps in attending the Naval Academy and going on to be a Vice Admiral, he also attended his father’s alma mater, George Washington University Law School, to earn a Juris Doctor with distinction. Interestingly enough, I first became aware of Vice Admiral Doyle due to his involvement with international law. In my research on the negotiation of the U.S.-Soviet Incidents at Sea Agreement, retired Captain Robert Rawlins, an action officer on the OpNav staff in 1971, informed me that Doyle played a pivotal role in the negotiations by insisting that the U.S. not yield to Soviet demands to establish a fixed-distance regime. Doyle’s stand reflected his fervent belief in freedom of navigation and, as my dissertation shall show, the eventual agreement reflecting his position proved to be most successful. Because of Doyle’s involvement in maritime law issues, both during and after his naval career, we decided to dedicate the January 13th session just to this unique aspect. 





	Vice Admiral Doyle, in his final interview discussing his post-active duty activities, provides invaluable insights into the relations of the military with industry and the pros and cons of different contracting methodologies. He discusses his work as a consultant and how advisory panels contribute to enhancing the fleet’s combat readiness. He also detailed his work with such organizations as the Naval Historical Foundation and the Intrepid Air-Sea-Space Museum. In addition, he recounts his experience in teaching international law of the sea and updating the laws of naval warfare.





	One consistent theme throughout Vice Admiral Doyle’s narrative is the significance of his wife Jeannette. That Doyle did have a successful naval career is reflective of the strong support he received from his wife and three children. Doyle’s affection and appreciation of his family’s support goes well beyond the written words found in this narrative. The relationship is historic in a social sense in that it reflected traditional expectations and challenges of married life in the military during the early Cold War years.





	For this oral history, I am grateful to Vice Admiral Doyle for inviting me into his home for six recording sessions. More significantly, I am grateful to him for the many more hours he spent reviewing the transcript and making changes and additions for the sake of accuracy and clarity. Also, he assisted in locating photographs found herein. In addition, I am grateful for the support of the Naval Historical Foundation and a grant provided by Mr. H.G. Fitzgerald for the financial support to make this oral history program possible.





							David F. Winkler


							October 1997                           



















































































Vice Admiral James Henry Doyle, U.S. Navy (Retired)





	James Henry Doyle Jr. was born March 27, 1925 in Medford, Massachusetts to Lieutenant junior grade (later Vice Admiral) and Mrs. James H. Doyle (both deceased). He attended grammar and high school in San Diego, the Philippines, Norfolk, Honolulu, and Berkeley, California. He graduated from the Naval Academy in 1946 and from George Washington University Law School in 1953 with a degree of Juris Doctor with distinction under the Navy postgraduate program. He was admitted to the bar of the District of Columbia and California.





	As a junior officer, he served in USS Chicago (CA 136) and USS John W. Thomason (DD 760). He was executive officer of the USS Bulwark (MSO 425), USS John S. McCain (DL 3), and USS Newport News (CA 148). He commanded USS Ruff (AMS 54), USS Redstart (MSF 378), and USS John R. Craig (DD 885). Following instruction in nuclear propulsion in 1965, he took command of the nuclear powered guided missile cruiser USS Bainbridge (CGN 25), a four year tour including three deployments to the Seventh Fleet during the Vietnam War and the ship’s first refueling.





	Ashore, he served in the International Law Division of the Office of the Judge Advocate General, as Aide and Flag Lieutenant to Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet, and in the Programming and Planning Division of the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.





	As a flag officer, Admiral Doyle was Chief, International Negotiations Division, Joint Chiefs of Staff, and represented the Joint Chiefs on the U.S. Delegation to the Law of the Sea Conference. He commanded Cruiser-Destroyer Group TWELVE and deployed to the Sixth Fleet as Commander Attack Carrier Striking Group TWO embarked in the USS Forrestal (CV 59). His last sea assignment was Commander Third Fleet.





	From 1975 to 1980, he was the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, Surface Warfare, with responsibility for the Navy’s shipbuilding and surface ship programs including surface warfare education and training. Specifically, he sponsored the development and building of the AEGIS fleet of cruisers and destroyers and their associated weapon systems, Tomahawk cruise missile, vertical launching system, Standard surface to air missile, and LAMPS anti-submarine helicopter.





	Admiral Doyle was twice awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for exemplary service, first in international negotiations and then in surface warfare. He also holds two Legions of Merit and the Bronze Star.





	On September 1 1980, he retired after 34 years of commissioned service. He is Vice Chairman of the Strike, Land Attack and Air Defense Committee of the National Defense Industrial Association and serves on the Advisory Board of the Operational Law Program, U.S. Naval War College. He is a Vice President of the Naval Historical Foundation and a director of the Center for Oceans Law and Policy, University of Virginia. From 1982 to 1989, he taught International Law of the Sea at the National Law Center, George Washington University. He also participated in revising the laws of naval warfare sponsored by the San Remo Institute of Humanitarian Law. He consults on defense matters for private industry.





	Admiral Doyle is married to the former Jeannette Eleanor Blair of Berkeley, California. The Doyles have three children, Kathleen, (Mrs. C. Michael Watson), James III, and Anne (Mrs. I. Bruce Cauthen III), and five granddaughters, Alice and Laura Watson, Katherine and Alison Doyle, and Eleanor Cauthen. 

















































































































Subjects Covered





November 18, 1996





Born in Medford, Massachusetts--Father in the Navy


Family on the move--Panama--San Diego--Washington--Philippines--Norfolk 


At Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941--Recollections


Evacuation to Berkeley--Meeting his future wife--Drew Prep School


Father’s WWII assignments--Tenure at the Naval Academy--Graduation in 1946


Marriage


Turret Officer USS Chicago--WestPac cruise


Ordered to USS John W. Thomason--Alaska and WestPac deployments--Fall of Shanghai


Birth of Kathleen


Detachment to George Washington University to attend law school from 1950-53


Role of father at Inchon


Birth of James H. III


Assignment as XO, USS Bulwark in 1953--Sea trials--Minesweeping tactics


Learning the job of XO--Learning seamanship


First command in 1954--USS Ruff��--Homeported in Charleston


Command of USS Redstart in 1955--Return to California--Retirement of father


Birth of Anne


Elaboration on minesweeper capabilities--Typhoon off Japan--Mine threat


International Law tour in Washington


Assignment in 1959 as XO, USS John S. McCain--Responsibilities


WestPac deployment--Humanitarian visit to India--Port call Rangoon


Capabilities of McCain--Engineering challenges








November 25, 1996





Selection as aide to CinCPacFlt--Discussion of Admiral “Savvy” Sides


WestPac travels--Issues of the early 1960s--VIP visits


Assignment in 1962 as CO, USS John R. Craig


FRAM Overhaul--DASH--Sea trials


Deployment to WestPac--Call back to Washington for Admiral Rickover interview


Discussion of Craig missions--ELINT duties off Vietnam


The nuclear power pipeline--Mare Island and West Milton--Reactor quals


Assignment as XO to USS Newport News


Assuming command in 1966 of  USS Bainbridge


WestPac deployments--Visits to Australia--Duties off Vietnam


Refueling and overhaul--The scrutiny of Admiral Rickover--Sea trials


Redeploy to WestPac--SAR duties--EC-121 crisis--Wardroom of future flag officers





 


 


    December 2, 1996





Role of Jeannette in wives support network--Suicide of a wife--Newletters


Crew morale and training--Support of Admiral Rickover’s staff


Australian bicenntennial--Singapore port visit


Turnover of command--Deactivation of Bainbridge in 1995


Assignment in 1970 to Op-90--Putting together the POM


Decommissioning of ships and closing bases--New building programs


Admiral Worth Bagley and Admiral Zumwalt--Promotion to Rear Admiral


Assignment to the Joint Staff


Assignment in 1973 as ComCruDesGru 12--Operational hats--Carrier deployments


Differences between Atlantic and Pacific Fleets


The Cyprus crisis--the Soviet threat--EmCon through Gibraltar 


Promotion to Vice Admiral and selection as ComThirdFlt 


ASW in EastPac--Training and development of tactics


Creation of the Composite Warfare Commander concept








January 13, 1997





Discussion of legal career--Father’s footsteps--Attendance at GWU, 1950-53


Daily routine--AM classes and PM work with Navy JAG


Professor Mallison and the Law of Naval Warfare--Research


Return to JAG International Law Division in 1957


1958 Conventions on Law of the Sea--CNO Burke opposed territorial water proposal


Assignment to J-5 in 1971--Overseeing  negotiations for CJCS


Working for Admiral Weinel--SALT process--Law of the Sea--Incidents at Sea


Chemical warfare--Threshold Test Ban Treaty


Post-retirement activities--Teaching at GWU--Vice Chair of Council on Ocean Law


Center for Oceans Law and Policy at University of Virginia


Advisory Board of Naval War College Operational Law Program


Roundtable participation on International Humanitarian Law Applicable to Armed Conflicts at Sea








January 23, 1997





Assignment in 1975 as Op-03--Challenges


Ship and weapon programs--DD 963--FFG 7--CGN 38--CSGN


Development, support and testing of Aegis--Program management


Lessons learned from earlier programs--Training pipeline--Support facilities


Fixed-price versus cost-plus contracting


Ground work for Arleigh Burke-class--VLS


Tomahawks complementing carrier aviation--Aegis for CVNs?


Upgrading older ship classes--New Threat Upgrade Program


Introduction of LHA 1 and LSD 41 classes--8 inch gun testing


New AO class--LAMPS program--Quieting programs


Professionalization of the Surface Warfare program--SWOS


Introduction of gas-turbine plants


CNO Holloway support for Aegis--The role of Admiral Meyer


Selling Aegis to Congress and to SecDef


Retirement








January 28, 1997





Becoming a civilian--Trip to Europe with Jeannette


Forming JHD Inc.--Consulting for RCA Missile and Surface Radar Systems


Consulting for Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory


Studies with CNA--Advising Honeywell Corp. and other defense contractors


Bringing value-added--Government-private sector relationships


Aegis and RCA as a model--Maintaining technical expertise in government


Impact of the Goldwaters-Nichols Act on acquisition


The loss of Naval Material Command--The OpNav reorganization


Discussion of Center for Naval Analysis and contributions


National Security Industrial Association and membership in Anti-air Warfare Committee


Creation of product--Research and data gathering--Theater Ballistic Missile Defense


Thoughts on the demise and “Forward from the Sea”


Current activities--Naval Historical Foundation--Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum


Concluding observations 


 









































* A copy of this interview is maintained in the Operational Archives of the Naval Historical Center.
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